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Revealed religion is on its trial before the 
world. We, who profess to be followers ot 
Christ, are the witnesses in this great trial. 
The world is the jury. Every word and ac- 
tion U closely watched and carefully weighed. 
We are going through a thorough examina- 
tion. We are cross-questioned by the oppos- 
ing side in such a manner that our very mo- 
tives are scrutinized. And in eternity the 
verdict will be delivered. 

In considering our subject this evening we 
must have some standard upon which to base 
our ideas. Wc know of no better than that 
which is the acknowledged rule of all enrm- 
tian people — the New Testament of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Upon this all our hope and 
faith hangs. ' And now let us compare the 
evidence we are giving in favor of Christian- 
ity, with that which was given by the early 
Christians. Before me, to- night, are mem 
bers from several Chi istian denominations^nd 
we trust that we are not afraid of ' investiga- 
tion. We want to look at Christianity in its 
broadest aspect, and under the guidance of 
divine truth it can be profitable to us. 

When we want to refer to the triumphs of 
Christianity, we point with a great deal of 
pride to the increase of the christian popula- 
tion of the world during the last century. In 
1876 it was three hundred and ninety-four 
millions. Four years later it was four hun- 
dred and ten millions — an increase ol sixteen 
millions. In the last eighty years, it increased 
more than in the eighteen centuries previous. 
Since the time of Wesley and Whitefield and 
Edwards it has gained two hundred and thirty 
millions. I do net pretend tossy that the actual 
church membership amounts to this, lamsorry 
that I am not prepared to give the statistics 
of professing christians. But this much I can 
tell you, that in the last decade more than 
four millions of persons have been received in 
the different churches. What an army t Four 
millions in teu years, I How our bosoms 
swell with satisfaction and pride when we con- 
template this. Four millions of new witness- 
es for Christ. Now the question before us 
to-night is, what kind of testimony are these 
millions giving for true religion, Are they 
truly followers of ChriBt ? Do they believe 
in the New Testament as a revelation from 
God ? Do they believe in it as a whole, or 
do tbey merely believe in that part of it which 
does not conflict with their ideas of what 
ought or ought not to be ? These are the 
questions that we want to answer. 

The early Christians living in and immedi- 
ately after the days of the apostles were very 
conscientious in their duties, whether public 
or private. We do not waut to confine these 
duties to merely, what in these modern days, 
are called "Christian" duties, for all our duties 
should be christianized. At the very com- 
mencement, I want to strike a blow at that 
policy that divides our lives and duties, so 
that part ot the time we are serving Christ, 
and part of the time we are serving oar own 
selfish interests to the exclusion of everything 
else. The New Testament gives ub no such 
sanction. We are to serve God always. 
Whatever we do must be done to the glory 
of God. Our lives should be such that wheth- 
er in the kitchen, in the workshop, in the field, 
in the store, or in the schoolroom, the glory 
of Christ ought to be our greatest object. The 
early christians, in the strictest sense of the 
word, were witnesses for ChriBt. They lived 
for him and they died for him. They bad but 
one law and that was the law they received 
from the Lord. 

"Ye are witnesses of these things." While 
this was spoken directly to those around the 
Lord, it comes down to ub with equal force. 
We, who profess to be imitators of Christ are 
included in the "ye." Of what things are we 
to be witnesses ? The divinity of Christ, and 
the truthful neas of his Gospel. The testimo- 
ny of the early christians were unanswerable. 
They were believed because they were in 
right good earnest, and because they acted as 
if they believed what they asked others to 
believe. How will our record compare with 
theirs ? 

The Gospel of Christ is our only guide, or 
rather, it should be. All christian denomina- 
tion** agree in this. The great lesson of the 
Gospel is to imitate our great leader. We are 
to carry on the great work he began. He 
showed us how to do it. He gave us an ex- 
ample. We are his representatives on earth. 
Then to do this great work requires sacrifice 
and self-denial, and undoubtedly persecution 
in some degree will be the result of our truth- 
ful witness to Christ. This has been the ex- 
perience of all Christiana in every age of the 
world. Whysboold it not be ours? Too 
remember in the glorious vision of John, 
what the elder said of the white-robed throng, 
"These are tbey which came out of great frift-j 


ulatioit, and have wash0O their robes, and 
made them white in the Mood of the Lamb." 
Sacrifice and persecution are inseparsMe from' 
Christianity. But I hear some of our modern 
christians object, "On, no, persecution for re* 
ligion is out of date now, especially in all prot- 
estant countries, We are living in a differ- 
ent age now. Wherever civilization sways 
her sceptre religious liberty reigns unmolest- 
ed." This is a great mistake. We may not 
be thrown to the wild beasts, or burnt at the 
stake, or cast into dungeon*. But are there 
no other ways in which christians may be per- 
secuted V Indeed there are. We can be made 
miserable and there are many forms of perse- 
cution that the enemies of truth have invent- 
ed which can cause much sorrow and anguish 
without resorting to physical torture. As 
long as we confine our religion merely to de- 
fense, we will uot receive much hardship or 
persecution. If our Christianity consists of 
merely giving, meagerly, of our abundance to 
the poor, attending church, Sabbath school, 
prayer-meeting, living moral lives and per- 
chance visiting the sick onoe in a great while, 
i n k i i id of a cool, pat ronizing, formal manner, 
and&ll done as a matter of duty and to quiet 
an accusing conscience, we may go on for lite 
time and not receive any opposition. But 
this is far from following Christ. Love — love 
for Christ and love for man must be the great 
motive for all our Christian actions. 

Then again Christianity is aggressive. As 
long as the church acts on the defensive she 
will have peace. As long as we leave sin and 
wickedness alone we will be let atone also. If 
we permit all kinds of crime and immorality 
to exisit right in our midst without even rais- 
ing our voices against them, the saloon- 
keeper and sabbath-breaker will - even pat us 
on the back and call us good christians. But, 
beware, brethren, look, to-day, what is done 
right under our very noses. The Sabbath is 
desecrated with impunity. In the cities the 
aaloonists are becoming bold enough now to 
carry on their diabolical traffic right under 
the very shadow of our churches, and what 
are we doing ? Nothing. We are leaving 
them alone. We must foyn ourselves into 
Une, Leave nothing undone until we have 
rooted these evils from our midst. As soon 
as we go to work in earnest, and these people 
see that there is a probability of their Binful 
pleasures and wicked ways being interfered 
with, we will begin to find out there is still 
such a thing as being persecuted for Christ's 
sake. The reason we do so little to bring 
about this great object is because we are 
afraid. Yes, it is absolute cowardic?. Too- 
many of us are afraid our Christianity will cost 
us something. As long as we can go through 
life without being abused or ridiculed we do 
very well. But we are too much afraid of 
sacrifice and self denial. 

In our remarks we do not want to be under- 
stood as referring to all. The application of 
this sermon must not be too sweeping. For 
we thank God that there are noble exceptions. 
There are men and women now, as there have 
been in everv age of Christianity, who are 
champions of the truth. Tbey know no fear. 
Yon will find them in the lead of every good 
movement. The do-nothings will pat them 
up and sing their praises, and are too glad 
that there are some who will do the rough 
work,- These arc the kind of people that are 
the faithful witnesses of Christ- In 1 7:{9,Chris- 
tianity was on the decline. Ministers of the 
Gospel went into the pulpit drunk. The in- 
decencies of Dean Swift and Sterne failed to 
shock the congregations which they served. 
It looked as if the River of Life was frozen 
over. But the champions of Truth, the faith- 
ful witnesses of Christ stood up valiautly for 
primitive Christianity. Like bright stars' they 
shone out of the surrounding darkness and 
their light was hailed with joy by all true 
christians. 

It is no wonder that the world is no better 
than it is. Look over the christian world, and 
ask yourselves in what do the masses of chris- 
tians differ from other people ? We laugh, 
eat, drink and talk just as other sinners do, 
and we are just as anxious toget rich as those 
who do not pretend to believe. During the 
week it would not be an easy matter to tell 
the church member from the others. He may 
not swear or lie or steal, but is that all that is 
required of a christian? Is Christianity only 
negative ? If we believed sincerely that our 
neighbors, whom we loved and respected are 
in danger of being cast out forever from the 
presence of God, would we feel no anxiety 
about their salvation ? Would we not, if we 
believed in a heaven, and a bell, reason with 
them about their eternal salvation r* Could 
we continually laugh ami joke with our ae- 
quaintanoeas when we are assured that they 
are going to hell ? Friends there is some- 
thing wrong. The church has much to an- 
swer for. Those who ire not professors of 
religion see that there is but little if any dif- 
ference between professing christians and any 1 
other moral people, so they feel satisfied with 
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Any bypocAte aarxpraia am) talk about re- 
ligion. But we want something more than 
talk. We most take up a manly position for 
Christ even if we forfeit every friend in the 
world, That is what the Gospel teaches us. 
Our talk and prayers sometimes sound well 
enough. Even now, looking over this congre- 
gation, ynu all look solemn, enough, yoor de- 
corum in the house of God may be faultless, 
but the great question is, how will you behave 
to-morrow 'i It is in the week that we have 
so much opportunity of witnessing for Christ. 
In the week we mingle with the great throngs 
and jostle and scramble lor fame and honor 
and wealth even, at any sacrifice. We uct so 
indifferently about religion. This, my friends, 
is where we differ from the early christians. 
They were christians all the time. They nev- 
er let an opportunity to do good Blip by with 
out taking advantage of it. Much of our 
modern Christianity — and I hope you will ex- 
cuse the blunt and seemingly unwholesome 
remark, but there is too much truth in it, much 
of our modern Christianity is nothing but civ- 
ilized heathenism. In what particular do the 
great and the rich worldly professor of mod- 
ern London, Paris, New York, or Boston dif- 
fer from those in the same station of ancient 
Rome or Greece ? The former drive to their 
favorite church on Sunday morning and go 
through the usual ceremony in a christian 
land, wnile the latter do the same in a heath- 
en temple in a pagan land. They both return 
to their pleasures and Iri vol ties and with the 
exception of a few points of culture in favor 
ol the modern noble, and which is entirely a 
matter of civilization, there is no difference 
between them. The worshipping in both of 
these instances is either a matter ot custom or 
superstition. Let us enter any of our fash- 
ionable churches, — follow the worshippers 
home, live with them during the week and we 
will find that all the testimony they give for 
religion is when they are in church on the 
Sabbath. During the week their testimony 
is against Christianity. When this kind of 
conduct is even found among the ministers, 
how can we expect the world to believe it ? 
People do their own thinking in these days. 
Though the preaching may be nothing but 
Gospel, yet when the life is not in accordance 
with the sermon, people conclude that the 
preachers do not believe their own doctrine. 

If the Lord Jesus Christ were to make bis 
appearance again on earth, and visit some of 
our oi ties as he did those of Palestine 180(1 
years ago, do you think he would be satisfied 
with the present state of Christianity ? Oh, 
no I Just as he condemned and denounced 
the bigotry, selfishness and hypocrisy of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, so would he now con- 
demn and denounce the insincerity and cold 
selfishness of modern denominationalism. To 
the actual and open violator and non-profes- 
sor he was more lenient than he was to those 
who pretended to be so righteous. What do 
you think would be the result of such denun- 
ciations ? I know that this kind of plain 
talking is not the rule of modern preaching, 
and I have no doubt that it is not very palit- 
able with those who feel somewhat guilty. 
But at the risk of ineuring their displeasure 
and being judged radical* we must look the 
truth in the face. I cannot, I say, shut my 
eyes to the result of a repitition of the Lord's 
visit and the consequent denunciation of 
modern worldly professors of religion. I have 
no idea that modem priests and Scribes and 
Pharisees would again crucify him. For that 
belonged to an age of cruelty and comparative 
barbarism. But I truly believe that, as be- 
fore, those who felt themselves condemned 
would spur on the multitude, and even if they 
would not do him violence, they would at 
least lock him up for a madman. To con- 
demn that which is practiced by modern 
Christianity in the name of the Blaster would 
be to bring down persecution on the person 
that would be brave enough to do it- Then 
ags in, as before, the faithful few would wel- 
come htm with open arms, and follow him on 
even to death. 

Another thought strikes me concerning 
modern Christianity. The primitive christians 
used to believe the Gospel just as they receiv- 
ed it from the fjord. The old-fashioned Chris- 
tianity, which existed before our day, and 
which we so much admired, believed in the 
Bible from lid to lid. No one could shake 
their faith in this grand old book. But now 
matters are changed. We have a class of 
christians who judge the Bible by their own 
limited knowledge. They put reason in op- 
position to revelation. Tbey condemn as su- 
perstitions that which they cannot understand 
or account for. They lop off a little here and 
a little there until there Is but tittle (eft. One 
person wilt tell yon that it is not necessary to 
1 ok upon this Or that p ass ag e in its literal 
now. Tbey will toll you the world his 


made so muoh progress tbat wecaenot believe 
*r practice every thiug^ ojr thejp ds}ys. Many 
-if the greafrtnifacjiw rtoordenn toe Bible are 
low so explained that those who do not be- 
■eve in God mHyji nqp laugj| at us for our 
faith. One skeptic says that the creation as- 
recorded in Genesis is not true. And the 
good christians immediately go to spiritual- 
izing the whole thing and say that the record 
means something else. Another comes up 
and says that it was impossible that the Red 
Sea could be divided as stated in the Bible. 
Again the christian will explain that the wa- 
ter was very low, and a great wind came and 
dried iip the water, and the Israelites passed 
over drynhod. Still another said that it was 
impossible for the whale to swallow Jonah. 
It would have killed bim. And the accom- 
modating Christian will at once explain the 
whole thing by natural laws. So this is the 
way the Bible is assaulted, and how the mod- 
ern christian witnesses to the truth. 

Then there is denomi nationalism. I will 
not discuss whether it is beneficial or not this 
evening. The divisions in the Christian' 
church are not nearly as distasteful to me as 
the hatred, jealousy and bigotry which they 
breed. In olden times, when sinners asked 
what they should do to be saved, they were 
answered that tbey must "Repent, believe, 
and be baptized." And to-day we find al- 
most, if not ail, christian denominations ac- 
knowledge this in the pulpit ; but in practice 
many of them deny it. Faith and repentance 
is accepted, but baptism is shown the cold 
shoulder. I will not discuss the mode of 
baptism now, but I refer to it in any of the 
recognized forms. It is looked upon with in- 
difference by many good people and I cannot 
account for it. Surely they have no warrant 
for it in the word of God. But some one will 
say there are some very learned men who 
teach this kind of Christianity. As in the ex- 
planation to the infidel objecting to the mira- 
cles I referred to, a few moments ago, they 
will say that scholars from Harvard and Yale 
and Oxford and Cambridge advocate these 
things. I reply that God has not made any 
special provision for graduates. What God: 
wants is faithful witnesses. And those who 
deny his word surely-are not faithful. 

The great trouble with modern religion is, 
there is too much theology in it and not 
enough of Christianity. Theologv is all right 
in its place. The world is suffering to-day 
from great sermons and splendid rhetoric. We 
want more truth that can be understood, so 
we want it plainly told. We are getting too 
poetic in our preaching. I believe there are- 
some congregations who would prefer to hear 
a Pharisee pray than a publican, because he 
uses better grammar. Now saving souls is 
rough work and there is no use for us to at- 
tempt it with gloves. Sin is filthy. Satan is 
the enemy of God and man, and death is rot- 
tenness, and there is no use to be too poetic 
about it. To pull a poor sinner from the 
slums of vice and degradation is hard work, 
and we cannot do it in a splendid way. 

We hear much about theologies! seminaries 
in these modern times. People get it into 
their heads that these places are merely to 
educate and manufacture preachers, and that 
unless a man carries a diploma in his pocket 
he cannot preach. What absurdity ! I look 
upon it in this way, that theological schools- 
are to the church what West Point is to the 
nation. What would the north have done in 
the late war, if they depended solely on West- 
Point for its soldiers. It is well enough to 
have one here and there that has received an 
education. But we must not think that the 
thirty or fifty that are turned out from Har- 
vard and Yale and Princeton are sufficient to- 
do the great work of saving the world. By 
no means. The rank and file of the Christian 
army must go to work. We must all be wit- 
nesses for God. If we cannot preach in the 
pulpit, let us preach at borne. Let our lives be- 
a continued sermon. 

The great difference between modern and 
ancient Christianity is this, in olden times, 
christians would not compromise with sin and 
error, now it is quite different ; we find Chris- 
tianity at least tolerating, even if it does not 
endorse, many things of a very doubtful char- 
acter. We are two indifferent about our du- 
ties. The people expect the preachers to do* 
all the work. In ancient time* when a city 
was to be conquered, a great army would 
march to it. They would encamp ail around 
it and go through the slow process of starving: 
it Into a surrender. But if the world is to be 
conquered by the church of God, it oan not be 
done that way. It cannot be conquered by 
Beige, it must be taken by storm. While we 
are encamping around the fortresses of sin the 
enemy is gaining strength. We cannot cut 
off their supplies. The enemy is stronger now 
that) they were ten teiara ago. So if we are 
to accomplish anything we must be aggres- 
sive. We must storm the citadels. Tins was 
the example our Leader gave us. So let ns 
bnrselvM and follow him on to victory. 
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